
Welcome to the Newton Village 
Plan Survey.
The purpose of this document is to gather information about how our community 
feels about itself and to help set a series of priorities for the future development 
of the village. The survey has been created by an independent steering group, 
with input from most of the community organisations in Newton, using funding 
from the Big Lottery Fund.

We ask that you complete all the questions you can for each person in your household over 
the age of 18 years. If there is a question you feel is not relevant to you or you do not wish 
to answer, please feel free to leave it blank.

There is a section at the end of the survey to enable those residents under the age of 18 
years to have their say, should they wish.

The first person should complete the questions as person A and any subsequent people 
should indicate their views as person B, C or D etc.

Please remember that the responses are anonymous. However, if you wish to be entered 
into a £50 prize draw, you must include a phone number below to enable us to contact you 
if you are the winner. Completed surveys without a phone number will not be entered into 
the draw.

Your completed survey will be collected on the date shown on the label or shortly  
thereafter. If you do not wish to be disturbed, please leave it outside in a clearly 
visible location.

Thank you for your time in filling out the survey, your help  
is much appreciated.

ADD YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER TO YOUR
COMPLETED SURVEY
FOR YOUR 
CHANCE 
TO WIN £50

My telephone no is:



Your Household / About You
1. Who lives in your house?

Please indicate the gender of each person over the  
age of 18 years in your household by ticking the  
relevant box(es).

 Person  A B C D
Male     
Female     

2. In which age group do you belong?  
Please tick the appropriate box.

 Person  A B C D

18-30     
31-50     
51-65     
Over 65     

3.  How many people are there in your house 
under the age of 18?

11 or under          
12-17     

This section is about your household, please tick the  
relevant box for your whole family.

4.  Does your household own a computer?

  Yes    No  

5. Does your household have access to the internet?

  Yes    No  

6. If so, do you expect to upgrade to super fast  
broadband when it becomes available?

  Yes    No  

Transport
7. Which of the following methods of transport do you 

use at least once each month? 
Please tick the relevant boxes.

 Person A B C D
A bicycle     
A moped or motorcycle    
Your own car or van    
Somebody else’s car     
or van
The village bus service    
The FACT bus service    
The Community Car     
Scheme

Our Village
8. How long have the members of your household 

lived in Newton? 
Please tick the appropriate box.

 Person  A B C D

Less than 1 year    
1 to 5 years     
6 to 10 years     
Over 10 years     

We are looking to identify some of our longest residing 
villagers. 

9. If you would like to tell us exactly how long you 
have lived in Newton please fill in here.

Name

Years

The following questions relate to how you feel about 
Newton as a village. Please complete the table giving  
a score for each statement.

Score: 1 = Totally dissatisfied    
 2 = Dissatisfied
  3 = Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
 4 = Satisfied  
 5 = Very satisfied

 Person  A B C D
10. How would you rate your experience  

of living in Newton? 
      

11. How would you rate the condition of the 
roads in Newton? 
      

12. How would you rate the condition of the  
pavements in Newton? 
      

13. How would you rate the condition of the roadside 
verges in Newton? 
      

14. How would you rate the condition of the public 
footpaths in Newton? 
      

15. How would you rate the condition of road signs  
and other signage in Newton?

       

16. How would you rate the cleanliness of the village?

       

Start Here.  
Remember the first person should complete the  

questions as person A and any subsequent people  
should indicate their views as person B, C or D etc.



For the next questions please tick Yes or No to  
indicate your point of view.

17. Is dog fouling a problem in Newton?
 Person  A B C D

Yes     
No     
If so, where?

18. Should there be more dog waste bins?
 Person  A B C D

Yes     
No     
If so, where?

19. Are the speed limits appropriate?
 Person  A B C D

Yes     
No     
If not, where?

20. Is the street lighting adequate?
 Person  A B C D

Yes     
No     
If not, where?

Using the scores below please rate the following  
statements.

Score: 1 = Totally dissatisfied    
 2 = Dissatisfied
  3 = Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
 4 = Satisfied  
 5 = Very satisfied

 Person  A B C D

21. How satisfied are you with the current bin  
collection service? 
     

22. How satisfied are you with the reliability of the 
electricity supply? 
     

23. How satisfied are you with the provision of the 
water supply? 
     

24. If you are on mains drainage, how satisfied  
are you with it? 
     

25. How satisfied are you with the BT Openreach 
telephone service? 
     

26. How satisfied are you with the postal deliveries?

      

27. How satisfied are you with the postal collections?

      
This space is for you to add any comments to your  
answers to the above questions

The Parish Council is responsible for the street lighting 
and its running costs.

Please tick Yes or No to the following question.

28. Would you support the idea of street lighting  
being switched off after midnight to save  
electricity and money?
 Person  A B C D

Yes     
No     

The Parish and village are known as both Newton and 
Newton-in-the-Isle. There are countless villages and 
towns called Newton in the UK, including another  
village in Cambridgeshire.

For the next question please tick Yes or No to  
indicate your point of view.

29. Would you support a return to the original name  
of Newton-in-the-Isle?
 Person  A B C D

Yes     
No     

So far, so good,  
please turn over to the  

next page.



Security
Using the scores below please rate the following  
statement.
Score: 1 = Totally dissatisfied    
 2 = Dissatisfied
  3 = Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
 4 = Satisfied  
 5 = Very satisfied

30. How satisfied are you with local policing?
 Person  A B C D

      
For the next question please tick Yes or No to indicate 
your point of view.

31. Are you aware of the local Neighbourhood Watch?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

Again using the scores below, please rate the following 
statement.

Score: 1 = Very unsafe    
 2 = Unsafe
 3 = Neither safe nor unsafe
 4 = Safe  
 5 = Very safe

32. How safe do you feel living in Newton?
 Person  A B C D

      

Environment
For the following questions please tick Yes or No to  
indicate your point of view.

33. Do you use the recycling bins at Newton Village 
Hall?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

34. Would you like to see more recycling bins in  
Newton?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If you would like another location for recycling please 
suggest where.

For the next question please tick Yes or No to indicate 
your point of view.

35. Should we do more to help wildlife and to protect 
the environment?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, what?

36. Would you be interested in helping with wildlife 
projects and environmental improvements?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, where?

37. Are there any areas in Newton that you feel could 
do with a spruce-up?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, where?

Village Development
Housing

The Fenland District Council Core Strategy for 2011-2031 
identifies 3 main categories of village:

• Growth Villages, in which development and new  
service provision is to be actively encouraged;

• Limited Growth Villages in which development and 
new service provision is to be encouraged where it will 
support the continued sustainability of the village; and

• Small Villages, in which development will normally be 
of a very limited nature.

Newton is currently classified as a small village, so there 
is an assumption against future development and new 
service provision. The Parish Council would like to hear 
your views on this.

For the next question please tick one box to indicate 
your point of view.

38. Should Newton be:
 Person  A B C D
A Growth Village     
A Limited Growth Village    
A Small Village?    



For the next question please tick Yes or No to indicate 
your point of view.

39. Should the Parish Council encourage new housing 
development?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

40. If so, please indicate what sort of development the 
Parish Council should promote, by ticking the  
appropriate box(es).
If not, please ignore the next two questions.
 Person  A B C D
Infill of individual plots    
Smaller developments  
of up to 4 dwellings    
Larger developments of  
5 or more dwellings    

41. What sort of housing should the Parish Council 
promote? 
Please indicate by ticking the appropriate box(es).
 Person  A B C D
For private ownership    
For shared ownership  
(i.e. part buy, part rent)    
For rent     

42. What sizes of housing should the Parish Council 
promote? 
Please indicate by ticking the appropriate box(es).
 Person  A B C D
Starter Homes     
Small family homes    
Large family homes    
Executive homes    
Retirement properties    

Infrastructure
Communities around the country (including Gamlingay  
in Cambridgeshire) have invested in wind and solar  
energy projects to provide affordable electricity and/or  
a financial return to support community activities.

For the next questions please tick Yes or No to  
indicate your point of view.

43. Should the Parish Council investigate the  
feasibility of such a scheme for Newton?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

Defibrillators save lives after a cardiac arrest, increasing 
the chance of survival from 9% with CPR alone to 50%. 
The cost of installing a community defibrillator in Newton 
and providing training for a team of volunteers would be 
almost £2,000, or less than £7 per household. 

44. Would you be willing to contribute to a fund to  
purchase a defibrillator?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

Amenities
Using the scale below, please answer the following  
questions.

Score: 1 = Totally unimportant    
 2 = Unimportant
  3 = Neither important nor unimportant
 4 = Important  
 5 = Very important

45. How important is it to have a village Post Office?
 Person  A B C D

      

46. How important is it to have a village convenience 
store? 
 Person  A B C D

      

47. How important is it to have a village pub? 
 Person  A B C D

      

48. How important is it to have a mobile library  
service? 
 Person  A B C D

      

49. How important is it to have a village playing field?

  Person  A B C D

      

50. How important is it to have a village phone box? 
 Person  A B C D

      

Just a few more, please turn  
over to the next page.



For the following questions please tick Yes or No  
and add your comments.

51. Is the children’s play equipment adequate?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If not, how could it be improved?

52. Is the existing provision of allotments adequate?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If not, how could it be improved?

Communication
The following questions come in two parts. The first part 
is a Yes/No option and the second part is seeking your 
opinion. Only answer the second part if your answer to  
the first part is Yes.

Use the scale below for part 2

Score: 1 = Totally dissatisfied    
 2 = Dissatisfied
  3 = Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
 4 = Satisfied  
 5 = Very satisfied

53. Do you subscribe to the Bridge magazine?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

 How satisfied are you with it as a way of  
communicating village events?

      

54. Have you visited the Village website 
(www.newtonintheisle.org.uk)?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

 How satisfied are you with it as a way of  
communicating village events?

      

55. Do you read the quarterly Village Hall Newsletter?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

 How satisfied are you with it as a way of  
communicating village events?

      

56. If you use e-mail, would you like to receive regular 
e-mail updates of events and activities in Newton?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, please write your e-mail address here, or,  
if you would like to remain anonymous, please  
e-mail webmaster@newtonintheisle.org.uk

Parish Council
Using the scale below, please answer the following  
questions

Score: 1 = Totally dissatisfied    
 2 = Dissatisfied
  3 = Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
 4 = Satisfied  
 5 = Very satisfied

57. How satisfied are you with the way the Parish 
Council communicates with you?
 Person  A B C D

      

58. How satisfied are you with the work of the Parish 
Council?
 Person  A B C D

      

There is one Parish Council notice board on the High  
Road, which is used to display official documents and 
other local information.

For the next question please tick Yes or No to indicate 
your point of view.

59. Should there be more notice boards around the 
village?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, where?



Village Hall
The Village Hall Management Committee would like  
your views on some ideas for the future, based on best 
practice in other village halls in Fenland and elsewhere.

For the following questions, please tick Yes or No to 
indicate your point of view and add further details as 
required.

60. Do you visit the Village Hall?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, what for?

61. Would you use a small community library in the  
Village Hall? 
Person  A B C D
Yes    
No    

62. If so, what type of books or other items should we 
provide?

63. Would you attend screenings of new and old films 
in the Village Hall?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, what type of films should we show?

We have an opportunity to install a small computer 
network in the Hall, which could be used to teach basic 
computing skills, provide a homework and study facility  
for children and young people and a computer gaming 
club, amongst other things.

64. Would you use computers in the Village Hall?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, what for?

65. What else would you like to see provided in the  
Village Hall?

For further information, please contact Dave Gibbs  
on  01945 870083,

St James’s Church
The whole congregation is committed to making the  
parish church of St. James a welcoming and inviting  
place where people may come to meet in worship and  
to build up a Christian fellowship within the village.

We are very conscious that we do not attract many young 
people and that we need to look at ways in which we can 
reach out to and engage with the wider community to 
secure the future of the church in our village.

66. What do you think would encourage more people 
to use the church?

67. What alternative activities/events would you like to 
attend in the church?

68. Would you be willing to assist at any events?

For further information, please contact  
Fiona Leighton on 01945 870090.

Bowls Club
For the following questions, please tick Yes or No  
to indicate your point of view.

69. Are you aware that there is a Bowls Club in the  
village and where it is located
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

70. Would you like to come along one afternoon for a 
cup of tea and have a go?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

71. Are you prepared to support the Bowls Club by  
attending social and/or fundraising events?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
For further information, please contact Jill Nursery  
on 01945 871033.

Nearly there, please turn  
over to the last page.



Street Pride
For the following questions please tick Yes or No to  
indicate your point of view.

72. Are you aware of Newton Street Pride and the 
work it does in the village?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

73. Would you like information about Street Pride’s 
exciting new projects?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

74. Would you like to be a volunteer on our regular 
litter picks?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If so, please write your e-mail address here, or, if  
you would like to remain anonymous, please email 
streetpride@newtonintheisle.org.uk

Volunteering
For the following questions please tick Yes or No to  
indicate your point of view.

75. Are you a member of any of the village clubs  
or organisations?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

76. Are you involved in running any of the village clubs 
or organisations?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

77. Would you be interested in helping to run  
community events or activities in Newton?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     
If you would like to find out more about volunteering 
opportunities in Newton, please write your email  
address here, or, if you would like to remain  
anonymous, please email Sam Clark at  
clarksa3@aol.com

Young People 
This space if for the ideas of those residents under the 
age of 18.

78. Should the various organisations in the village 
investigate running clubs and activities in the 
school holidays?
 Person  A B C D
Yes     
No     

79. If so what kind of activities would you like them 
to look into?

80. Is there anything else you would like the  
Parish Council to think about changing to 
improve your life as an under 18 in Newton?

A massive thank you for taking  
the time to fill in this survey. 

It will be a great help in  
identifying the direction for 
the future of Newton.


